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Welcome all to a season of Grassmarket Community Cine-

ma Screenings wholly unaffected by Brexit.  

It has been an interesting start to 2019 indeed. With our national politics 

seemingly deadlocked around the whole issue of Brexit it has pushed the 

Grassmarket Community Cinema’s plans for a festival around the current 

political situation back a little bit. Watch this space though, as we fully intend 

to have a short programme of funded films covering the major political issue 

of our time, before the year is out. Brexit can now shuffle off these pages, 

stage left, preferably pursued by a bear. With Easter and Passover just 

around the corner we have a double-header of faith-themed films on the ta-

ble. We are offering a rare screening of the beautiful 2017 feature Menashe 

set within Brooklyn’s ultra-orthodox Jewish community, as well as a long-

overdue outing of Norman Jewison’s film version of Jesus Christ Superstar. 

Two films that come at their respective religions from unsual angles. 

In May we are very pleased to be teaming up with the Scottish Mental Health 

Arts Festival to bring you two major screening events. The first is the latest 

feature from legendary avant-garde filmmaker and frequent Pet Shop Boys 

collaborator Jack Bond, An Artist’s Eyes. The film looks at the working prac-

tices and struggles with depression of Essex-based artist Chris Moon, a 

punkish ball of improvisatory energy. We will also be screening Final Ascent: 

The Legend of Hamish MacInnes, a film about one of Britian’s great moun-

taineers and his late struggle to regain his mental health, after a period of 

institutionalisation. Robbie Fraser has put together a beautiful ode to the in-

credible feats of this intrepid trekker, that demands to be shared with every-

one.  

Alongside some of the best recent award-winners like scandalously witty The 

Favourite and the devastatingly emotional Shoplifters, we are also particular-

ly pleased to be inviting the fantastic Mark Cousins to introduce his love-

letter to children’s film (and children in film) A Story of Children and Film. 

Mark is a truly unique film artist and former EIFF Artistic Director, so we will 

look forward to giving him the warmest possible Grassmarket community 

welcome.  

Finally, as well as screening our usual festival children’s entertainments we 

are very pleased to be able to present a quartet of strong female-centred 

films in the form of Lady Bird, The Diary of a Teenage Girl, Freedom Fields 

and, one of my personal faves, Norma Rae. During these tumultuous times it 

is fitting that our Community screenings show true solidarity with the most 

important causes of the day, so we hope you will join us, and enjoy this alter-

nate, more empathetic, take on our times.   
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Mon 1st - 19:15 Mother’s Day Screening: Lady Bird 
(2017) 

Mon 8th - 19:15 Shoplifters (2018)  

Tues 9th - 
10:30am 

Easter Kids Screening: Up (2009) 

Thurs 11th - 
10:30am 

Easter Kids Screening: Kubo and the 
Two Strings (2016) 

Mon 15th -
19:15 

Passover Celebration: Menashe 
(2017) 

Tues 16th - 
10:30am 

Easter Kids Screening: The House 
With a Clock In Its Walls (2018) 

Thurs 18th - 
10:30am 

Easter Kids Screening: The Illusionist 
(2010) 

Mon 22nd - 
19:15 

Easter Screening: Jesus Christ Super-
star (1973) 

Mon 29th - 
19:15 

Scott Walker Tribute: The Childhood 
of a Leader (2015)  

Mon 6th - 19:15 International Workers Day: Norma 
Rae (1979) 

Mon 13th - 
19:15 

SMHA Festival Screening: An Artist’s 
Eyes (2018) + Q&A 

Mon 20th - 
19:15 

SMHA Festival Screening: Final As-
cent: The Legend of Hamish MacInnes 
(2018)  + Q&A 

Mon 27th - 
19:15 

Awards Winner: The Favourite (2018) 

Mon 3rd - 
19:15 

SDI Screening: Freedom Fields (2018) 

Mon 10th - 
19:15 

A Story of Children and Film (2013) + 
Intro & Q&A with Mark Cousins 

Mon 17th -
19:15 

Manchester By the Sea (2016) 

Mon 24th -
19:15 

EIFF Winner 2016: The Diary of a 
Teenage Girl (2015) 
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Lady Bird (2017) 

Dir: Greta Gerwig 

15, US, Comedy-Drama, 

94mins 

Monday 1st April, 7:15pm 

(Mother’s Day Screening)  

Indie comedy darling Greta Gerwig makes her directorial debut in 

this gorgeous character study of what it means to finally leave 

home. Saoirse Ronan plays Christine ‘Lady Bird’ McPherson, a Cali-

fornian teen, from a blue-collar background trying to find her own 

way to adulthood. At the core of the film is the tenderly realised rela-

tionship between mother and daughter, with Laurie Metcalf giving a 

superb supporting turn as Lady Bird’s working mum. Part love-letter 

to Sacramento provincialism and part coming-of-age teen drama, 

prepare to be seduced by Gerwig’s uncanny eye and ear for detail. 

Shoplifters (2018) 

Dir: Hirokazu Kore-eda 

15, Jap, Drama, 121mins 

Monday 8
th
 April, 7:15pm  

 

With a central focus of this season being Children in film, then it 

makes sense to feature this Palme d’Or winning title from a filmmak-

er who is a modern master of working with child performers. Based 

on true events, the film looks at an unusual family, living in poverty, 

in a Tokyo suburb. Osamu, the patriarch of the family is a wily, care-

free construction worker, constantly on the lookout for a sly oppor-

tunity. It is his relationship with Shota, a young boy who is reluctant 

to call him father that gives the film its narrative shape. The film 

charts a season in the lives of this family, where all is very much not 

as it seems. In Japanese with English subtitles. 
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Up (2009) 

Dir: Peter Docter 

U, US, Animation, 196mins 

Tuesday 9th April, 10:30am 

(Easter Kids Screening) 

Thought of by many as one of the finest film’s Pixar/Disney have 

produced, this heartfelt quest movie, sees curmudgeonly Carl 

Fredricksen (voiced by the superb Ed Asner), become firm friends 

with a young boy scout, Russell (Jordan Nagai), as they adventure 

to South America. This unusual double-act set out to fulfil a promise 

Carl made to his late wife, in this impressive tale of love, loss and 

loneliness. Two damaged souls, one young and one old, help each 

other to heal, whilst embarking on a magical-realist voyage through 

the rainforests of South America. 

Kubo and the Two String 

(2016)  

Dir: Travis Knight 

PG, US, Animation 102mins 

Thursday 11
th
 April, 10:30am 

(Easter Kids Screening) 

One of the great animated films of recent years, which managed to 
somehow be ignored on its original release. As a result, it almost 
meant the end for its animation studio, Laika. Kubo is a young boy 
with a magical Japanese guitar, making a living in feudal Japan as a 
bard. His mother is wracked by grief for a lost family and Kubo 
grows up without any clear knowledge of his origins. This inevitably 
sets him on a collision course with one of the most powerful figures 
in the land. Featuring breathtaking stop-motion action sequences 
and some of the most inventive imagery outside of Bollywood fanta-
sy cinema, we hope that our Grassmarket community will take Kubo 
in to their hearts and give the film the love it has always deserved. 
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Menashe (2017) 

Dir: Joshua Z. Weinstein 

U, US, Drama, 81mins 

Monday 15
th
 April, 7:15pm 

(Passover Celebration) 

This rarely screened indie gem, that premiered at Sundance in 
2017, is the perfect film for the Passover period. Going inside the 
Hasidic community of New York, the film tells the story of Menashe 
(Menashe Lustig), a recently widowed Jewish man, who looks to 
regain custody of his 10-year-old son Rieven (a touching perfor-
mance from Ruben Niborski). Rieven has been assigned to the care 
of his Aunt and Uncle, by the head Rabbi, as Menashe must first 
remarry before he is deemed responsible enough to raise his son. 
Joshua Z. Weinstein’s film ranks alongside Rama Burshtein’s Fill 
the Void (2012) as a humane insight into religious orthodoxy. In Yid-
dish with English subtitles. 

The House With A Clock In Its 

Walls (2018) 

Dir: Eli Roth 

12A, US, Fantasy, 105mins 

Tuesday 16
th
 April, 10:30am 

(Easter Kids Screening)  

Schlock horror director Eli Roth would seem like an odd 
helmer for a Spielberg-backed adaptation of John Bellairs 
1973 children’s novel. Yet Spielberg had similar success 
bringing Tobe Hooper on to the Poltergeist film, morphing a 
family drama into a spectral fright-fest. This is no Poltergeist, 
but it is a dark comic fantasy, not entirely suitable for young 
children. Jack Black and Cate Blanchett lead the cast as a 
warlock and witch helping a young orphan to unlock his own 
special gifts, before the evil Isaac Izard (Kyle MacLachlan) can 
catch up with him. Great freaky fun.   
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The Illusionist (2010) 

Dir: Sylvain Chomet 

PG, Fra / UK, Animation, 

79mins 

Thursday 18th April, 10:30am (Easter Kids Screening)  

A film set in a version of Edinburgh from the 1950s, replete with 
Cameo cinema cameo, that tells the tale of a down-at-heel Parisian 
illusionist and how he rediscovers his mojo in Scotland, thanks to a 
girl called Alice. French animator Sylvain Chomet worked on this 
glorious tribute to French comedy filmmaker Jacques Tati and Edin-
burgh, in the city itself. Chomet based the film on an unproduced 
Tati script and the central character of the eponymous illusionist is 
clearly based on him. Deliberately toying with stereotypes of Scot-
tishness and Tartanry, the film is really an elegy to a bygone era. 

Jesus Christ Superstar (1973) 

Dir: Norman Jewison 

PG, US, Musical, 106mins 

Monday 22
nd

 April, 19:15 

(Easter Celebration) 

This gloriously daft cinematic rendition of the Lloyd Webber/Rice 
smash hit musical, features a bold screenplay by veteran British 
broadcaster Melvyn Bragg, and it is long overdue a dusting down 
and reappraisal. The film is ostensibly about a group of performers 
who go out into the Israeli desert in an attempt to stage ‘The Pas-
sion of Christ’. Jewison and Bragg chose to subversively meld to-
gether the decaying counter-culture movements of the 1960s with 
the musical content of Lloyd Webber and Rice’ original song book, 
making for one of the more unusual mainstream musicals of the 
20th century.  
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The Childhood of a Leader 

(2015) 

Dir: Brady Corbet 

12A, UK / Fra, Drama, 113mins 

Monday 29
th
 April, 7:15pm (A 

Tribute to Scott Walker) 

Children can be terrifying. As we went to press we were deeply sad-
dened to hear about the passing of one of the great musicians and 
film composers of the 20th century, Scott Walker. As chance would 
have it we had already chosen to programme this collaboration with 
Brady Corbet ahead of the release of their second feature together 
Vox Lux (2018). What do we ever really know of the childhood of a 
Hitler or a Stalin? Corbet’s debut feature looks to examine this head
-on. Featuring a terrifying performance from newcomer Tom Sweet 
as a precocious despot in the making, the mood of unease is further 
enhanced by Walker’s propulsive and hypnotic orchestral score.  

Norma Rae (1979) 

Dir: Martin Ritt 

PG, US, Animation, 110mins 

Monday 6
th
 May, 7:15m 

(International Worker’s Day 

Screening) 

We couldn’t resist programming this award-winning Sally Field vehi-
cle for International Worker’s Day. Not only is it one of my personal 
favourite Hollywood films, it is also the original and the best in a sub
-genre of films that includes the likes of Silkwood and Erin Broko-
vich. Norma Rae (Sally Field) is a young North Carolinan working in 
a textile factory, who begins to unionise the workplace after condi-
tions in the factory are shown to be having grave effects on her and 
her co-workers health. A stirring bit of political agit-prop with a 
strong human interest narrative, and a fabulous central perfor-
mance. You’re all very welcome! 
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An Artist’s Eye (2018) + Q&A 

Dir: Jack Bond 

TBC, UK, Documentary, 85mins 

Monday 13
th
 May, 7:15pm 

(SMHA Festival Screening) 

“Stubbornness, selfishness… madness drives me”, this is how the 
subject of legendary British filmmaker Jack Bond (Vibration, Anti-
clock, It Could Happen Here) describes the creative impulse that 
spurs him on in his work. The subject in question is Chris Moon, a 
brilliant young British painter utterly devoted to his craft. Bond ex-
plores Moon’s process, his inspiration and his often difficult relation-
ship with his work, in this intense portrait of creative fervour. We are 
proud to be able to bring this film to Edinburgh in conjunction with 
the Scottish Mental Health Arts Festival 2019. The screening will 
be followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker.  

Final Ascent: The Legend Of 

Hamish MacInnes (2018) + 

Q&A 

Dir: Robbie Fraser 

12A, UK, Documentary, 83mins 

Monday 20
th
 May, 7:15pm (SMHA Festival Screening) 

Legendary British mountaineer Hamish MacInnes has conquered 
some of the world’s highest peaks, but in this wonderfully insightful 
documentary from Robbie Fraser (Hamish - about another famous 
Scot by that name), MacInnes late struggles with mental health are 
laid bare as perhaps the toughest challenges of his life. Final Ascent 
follows MacInnes in his battle to regain his freedom after having 
been institutionalised. It features touching reconnections with old 
friends, such as Michael Palin, as well as unfurling the memories of 
achievement that mental illness have imperilled. Once again we are 
immensely pleased to bring this screening to the Grassmarket com-
munity in conjunction with SMHA Festival 2019. The screening will 
be followed by a Q&A with those behind the film. 
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The Favourite (2018) 

Dir: Yorgos Lanthimos 

15, UK / Ire / US, Period Drama 

120mins 

Monday 27
th
 May, 7:15pm 

(Award Winners Season) 

Kicking off our new Award Winners season of films - one each quar-
ter - is this highly divisive Oscar winner. Exploring the overlooked 
reign of Queen Anne (reigned 1702—1714), the film focuses in on a 
love-triangle / power play between the ailing monarch (played with 
real melancholia and mania by Olivia Colman) and her ’favourites’ 
Sarah Churchill (Rachel Weisz) and Abigail Masham (Emma Stone). 
These three stunning female performances are at the core of the 
film’s majesty, as Lanthimos takes Deborah Davis’ long-dormant 
screenplay and recalibrates the period drama as something modern, 
punkish and political. Features strong language, sexual content 
and scenes of animal cruelty. 

Freedom Fields (2018) 

Dir: Naziha Arebi 

TBC, UK / Libya, Documentary, 

97mins 

Monday 3
rd

 June, 7:15pm 

This engrossing Scottish Documentary Institute release has played 

well to audiences across the globe, so we are really pleased to be 

bringing it to the Grassmarket community. Filmed over five years, 

Arebi and her team follow three young female football players, play-

ing for their team in post-revolution Libya, just at the point when the 

hope of the Arab Spring descends into the chaos and violence of 

civil war. Freedom Fields is a wonderfully intimate portrait of sacri-

fice and sisterhood on and off the football field.  
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A Story of Children and Film 

(2013) + Q&A 

Dir: Mark Cousins 

E, UK (and the Whole Wide 

World), Documentary, 106mins 

Monday 10
th
 June, 7:15pm  

Continuing our central theme for the season, we have a very special 
event lined up. Mark Cousins is one of the great chroniclers of film 
currently working at the moment, as well as being an inventive 
filmmaker in his own right. He has kindly agreed to introduce and 
discuss his 2013 film about children and childhood, told poetically 
and passionately through 53 different works of world cinema. It is 
quite simply an outstanding work of curiosity, that manages to suc-
cinctly celebrate childhood in all of its loneliness, stroppiness, inno-
cence and destruction. The film will be introduced by Mark and 
followed by a Q&A. 

Manchester by the Sea (2016) 

Dir: Kenneth Lonergan 

15, US, Drama, 137mins  

Monday 17
th
 June, 7:15pm  

 

Kenneth Lonergan has form for brusing, gruelling and emotional 
family dramas that spill out into all kinds of messy places. You Can 
Count on Me On Me (2000) couched its brutal home truths in wry 
humour, but in this most recent Oscar-winning effort, those brutal 
home truths are all bound up in Casey Affleck’s Lee Chandler, a 
cursed soul who cannot forgive himself for the horrors he has inflict-
ed on his nearest and dearest. When Lee is asked to take care of 
his teenage nephew Patrick (played brilliantly by newcomer Lucas 
Hedges), he is forced to confront some of the demons that torture 
him, with devastating consequences for all around him. Features 
foul language and a protracted scene of human tragedy.   
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The Diary of a Teenage Girl

(2015) 

Dir: Marielle Heller 

15, US, Comedy Drama, 

102mins (Edinburgh Internation-

al Film Festival Award Winner) 

Monday 24
th
 June, 7:15pm  

With the latest edition of the EIFF up-and-running we thought it 
would be a good idea to remind you of a quality film from the festi-
val’s recent past. This 2015 US film walked away with the Interna-
tional Prize at the 69th EIFF and it is a wonderful adaptation of 
Phoebe Gloeckner’s novel-cum-memoir of growing up in a sexually 
liberated 1970s San Francisco. Featuring a brilliant central perfor-
mance from British actress Bel Powley as Minnie Goetze, it brings 
our season full circle, as it is another film in which mother (a nearly 
unrecognisable Kristen Wiig) and daughter relationships feature 
front and centre. Director Heller has since gone on to further critical 
acclaim with last year’s award winning Can You Ever Forgive Me? 
Features strong language and sexual content. 

For Further Programme Info go to:  

grassmarket.org/listings  

Tel. 0131 225 3626 Text (only) 07860 021 262  

Tweet. @GCP_Edinburgh 


